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Together, we are ACT! 

Questions? Comments? Concerns? 
Ideas? Please contact us at: 

bonnie.gallegos1@gmail.com 
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Advocacy matters! 
 
Thanks to all of you, we as 
an association continue to 
increase transparency, as 
well as open 
communication and 
collaboration with 
colleagues, administrators 
and district staff.  We are 
mid-way through the 
school year and not only 
are our membership 
numbers holding strong 
despite opposing groups, 
but we are recognized as 
an active association that 
weighs in when it comes to 
issues that directly affect 
our students, members, 
and our school community. 
  
Student and member 
advocacy is who we are, 
and we need to continue 
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to take the time it takes to 
speak up and speak out.  
We know how important it is 
to give our input on the 
LCAP so in February, with 
the help of volunteers 
visiting your site, you will 
have an opportunity to 
choose the priorities that 
will benefit our students and 
staff.  
  
Our members are active on 
site and district committees 
focusing on curriculum and 
instruction, and safety, just 
to name a few.  And we 
continue to bring trainings 
and workshops that 
address the needs of our 
students to ACT members.  
In March, CTA staff will 
introduce us to restorative 
justice practices and in 
May we’ll host a special 
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education training on teacher rights 
and responsibilities.   
 
There are so many ways to get 
involved, so please connect with your 
site rep, area directors and executive 
board to add your voice. 

To the right 
is a picture 
from one of 
the site visits 
on 
December 
16 with 
some CTA, 
ACT, and 
CVUSD VIPs. 
Read more 
about it on 
page 2.  
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CTA: Institute for Teaching (IFT) Grant              by Larry Casias 
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Hello, from Larry Casias, your 
Secondary Director.  Hey, 
have you ever had and idea 
and thought to yourself that it 
would be great if you could 
do it at your site, but you were 
stopped because you don’t 
have the needed materials, 
equipment or funds?  Well, I 
think I can help you with that. 
CTA has a program called the 
IFT (Institute for Teaching). The 
program allows for teachers 
with innovative ideas to move 
forward with those ideas.  

 In 2016-17, I wrote a grant 
titled “Civic Literacy with 
Agricultural Science.” The 
objective of the grant was to 
produce a school garden at 
Townsend Jr. High that benefits 
all students in the school. We 
integrated the garden into the 
curriculum of our Civic Literacy 
elective class. This class 
focuses on the daily 
maintenance of the garden. 
They have a capstone project 
using the vegetables from the 
garden. All science classes 
have access to the garden as 
it relates to the science 
curriculum. The garden has 
become a living science lab. 
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Students have had 
guest speakers 
from the high 
school culinary arts 
program. Students 
are educated on 
the benefits of 
healthy eating 
habits. Students 
regularly utilize the 
cooking lab to 
explore the science 

of cooking.   

The IFT grant has allowed me 
to explore.   The IFT believes in 
strength-based models for 
school change. School and 
community play an important 
role in creating a culture of 
success for all students.  There 
are seven factors that a grant 
should focus on (see graphic): 

1. Student Centered  
2. Work Oriented 
3. Student Relations  
4. Future Oriented  
5. Results Oriented  
6. School-Wide Relations  
7. School-Family Relations  
 
Grants range from $5000 to 
$20,000. The grant application 
process is open to individual 
CTA members, small teams of 
educators and affiliated local 
chapters. Applications can be 
submitted online from 
December 1, 2019 through 
March 31, 2020. The 
awards are announced in 
June. Detailed grant 
information can be found on 
the IFT website: 
teacherdrivenchange.org. I will 
be more than willing to help 
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with your grant.   

 

Questions about IFT? 
 

Please contact the CTA Institute 
for Teaching 
5333 Mission Center Road, Suite 
200 San Diego, CA 92108 
Phone: 619-683-3990 Fax: 619-
683-3994 
Anita Benitas, IFT Program 
Consultant – abenitas@cta.org 
Jackie Hidalgo, IFT Program 
Specialist – jhidalgo@cta.org 



 

 

ACTION NEWS January 2020 

3 @ChinoTchrs #WeAreACT 
 

Contract Corner 

Article 14.10 Participation 
On Committees 

 
14.10.1 - Unit member 
participation on District 
and site committees shall 
be on a voluntary basis. 
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Debi Woolery is ACT’s Special 
Services Director, but that’s just 
one of the many things that she 
does for ACT in her free time.  

Debi has been a Speech-
Language Pathologist in CVUSD 
since 1991. She currently 
services Don Lugo High School 
and Boys Republic.  She does all 
(or almost all) the AAC 
(Augmentative/Alternative 
Communication) evaluations for 
the district. These are for 
students who are nonverbal or 
whose speech is so impacted 
that they are unintelligible. 

Debi became involved with ACT 
in 2000 when her daughters 
were in high school and she 
found herself with some free 
time. She has worked at so 
many schools that she doesn’t 
remember for sure, but she 

Featured ACT Member: Debi Woolery        by Bonni Gallegos 
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thinks she 
was at 
Anna 
Borba 
when she 
became 
involved. 
They didn’t 
have a site 
rep so she 
took on the 
role and 
she 
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volunteered as an elementary 
liaison (this was before 
directors). Over the years, she’s 
become involved in many 
things and is currently Special 
Services Director and Special 
Education Committee Chair. 
She’s also a state council rep.  

Debi states, “I believe that our 
world has gotten more political 
and it has great control over us 
all.  If we are not active, then 
we are just accepting what is 
happening to us.  I have 
become more and more 
outspoken.  If we want to have 
a say in what is happening with 
our district, we must present a 
united front.  We must establish 
relationships with the people in 
control (school board), but 
relationships take time and 
effort and we must continue to 
be active.” 

CTA President Visits ACT                                by Bonni Gallegos 
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On December 16, 2019, CTA 
President E. Toby Boyd visited a 
few CVUSD sites and ended his 
day at the month rep council 
meeting at the ACT office. CTA 
Board Director-Segio Martinez, 
CTA Staff-Liz Pinkava, 
Superintendent-Dr. Enfield, ACT 
President-Brenda Walker, and 
ACT Vice President-Kelly Larned 
accompanied him as he visited 
Chaparral, Magnolia, and Boys 
Republic. Within these visits, the 
team visited many classroom 
teachers: 

Chaparral: Jean Valenzuela (K), 
Bonni Gallegos (6th), Susie 
Hofmann (4th), Raechel Foss 
(3rd), and Chau Nguyen (5th). 
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Magnolia: Julie Stanfield 
(History), Lacy Walters (ELA), 
and Claudia Cruz (SDC). 

Boys Republic: Kristen Woods. 
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We want you to be informed about how the SCF initiative will benefit our schools and 
services.  This graphic should help clarify. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are still collecting signatures from members, friends and family so please pick up blank 
petitions and instructions at the ACT office. 

For more information, please visit http://www.schoolsandcommunitiesfirst.org  

Political Action Committee                       by Kristen Woods 
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PAC stands for the Political 
Action Committee for ACT. The 
committee works very hard to 
make sure the voices of our 
students and teachers are 
heard in our district through 
electing the appropriate 
candidates. 

We believe in supporting our 
local school board candidates 
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who will support our students, 
teachers, and want to 
improve public education and 
are pro-equitable education. 

Interviews for candidates 
seeking support from ACT will 
be held in early April. 

PAC will announce the 
recommended candidates for 

Schools & Communities First Funding Act  
November 2020 Ballot Initiative 
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School Board in May 2020. 

Committee Members: 

Kristen Wood- Chair 
Jim Castillo- Treasurer 
Stacy Colby- Member 
Chau Nguyen- Member 
Antonio Montanez- Member 
Danielle Weinstein- Member 
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Events: November through JANUARY  
 

SCHOOL BOARD  
MEET-UPS 

 

WHEN 
1st & 3rd Thursdays 
4:30 pm – 5:45pm 

 
GIFT CARD TO THE FIRST 10 

ATENDEES 
 
• 2/6/20 -

 Canabru Coffee  
• 3/5/20 - New York 

Pizzeria  
• 3/19/20 - Roscoe’s 

Famous Deli 
• 4/2/20  - McDonalds – 

Central Ave 
• 4/16/20 - Taco Dudes 
• 5/7/20 - Starbucks – 

4200 CH Parkway 
• 5/21/20 - Ranch 

Burgers 
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EXECUTIVE 
BOARD 

PRESIDENT 
Brenda Walker 

act.prez@gmail.com 
 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Kelly Larned 

act.veep@gmail.com 
 

SECRETARY 
Michele Houska 

mlhouska@earthlink.net 
 

TREASURER 
Brian Lawhorn 

act.treasurer2019@gmail.com 
 

ELEMENTARY DIRECTOR 
Em Feller 

fellerdog3@yahoo.com 
 

ELEMENTARY DIRECTOR 
Susie Hofmann 

hofmannsusie@gmail.com 
 

SECONDARY DIRECTOR 
Larry Casias 

scienceman59@sbcglobal.net 
 

SECONDARY DIRECTOR 
Art Boren 

act.secondarydirector@gmail.com 
 

SPECIAL SERVICES DIRECTOR 
Debi Woolery 

dwwoolery@yahoo.com 
 

Join in on the conversation- join us on Facebook. A great way to share with, and encourage other 
ACT members! 

Search for:           
Associated Chino 
Teachers (private group)                    

@ChinoTchrs (public page) 

For Twitter & IG search : 

@chinotchrs 
Use #WeAreACT and 

get reposted by us! 

See your contract and more! 
associatedchinoteachers.com 
ACT Office: 909-628-0713 
chinotchrs@gmail.com 

Learn about benefits 
and discounts! 
cta.org 

COMMUNICATION 

Questions? Comments? Concerns? 
Communications Director: Bonni Gallegos 

bonnie.gallegos1@gmail.com 

Member engagement: upcoming events 
 

Join us for an afternoon of 

bowling 
 

This event is sponsored by ACT and includes 2 games of 
bowling, rental shoes, pizza, and drinks.   

RSVP to Cathy Lopez at act.organizing@gmail.com 
 

Wednesday, March 18 from 4:00-6:00 PM 
Location: Chaparral 300 

4192 Chino Hills Pkwy, Chino Hills  
 


